connie@makeithappenwloden.com

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATIONS

Certified Economic Developer (CEcD),
International Economic Development Council.
2006.

Certified Strategic Doing Facilitator, Process
Management for Planning, Purdue University,
2012.

Australian National University / New Mexico
State University - Participative Design
Workshops /Search Conferences Process
Management-Strategic Planning Certification,
Dr. Merrelyn Emery; 1998.

John Hopkins University-Baltimore, Md
- Partnering for Results Institute, 1999.
Certification.

EDUCATION

Purdue University, Center for Regional
Development, Strategic Doing Certified
Facilitator, Certificate 2013.

University of Wisconsin-Madison-Wisconsin
Rural Leadership Program, 2 Yr. Masters Level
Program, Graduated 1996.

University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point -
Communications (Leadership & Technology),
Assc. Degree Certificate 2001.

National Development Council-Washington, DC-
Economic Development Finance / Business Credit
Analysis; 1999-2000.

John Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD,
Partnering for Results Institute, Certificate, 1999.

Australian National University / New Mexico
State University - Participative Design
Workshops / Search Conferences Process
Management, Dr. Merrelyn Emery; 1998.
Certificate.

Heartland Center for Leadership Development-
Lincoln, NE - Helping Small Towns Succeed; 1998.

futures

Create Future Intelligence
www.future-ig.com

®

CONNIE LODEN

Connie Loden currently serves as CEQ/Founder of #makeithappen w Loden LLC, consulting
services. Her two-plus decades in community economic development roles include leadership
positions with non-profit organizations including: International Association for Community
Development, Community Development Society, Rural People Rural Policy Network, National
Rural Development Partnership, WI State Trails Council, Wisconsin Rural Leadership Program,
Wiscansin Rural Partners, and Michigan Travel Commission. Loden’s experience covers
waorking with rural tourism and economic development, industry clusters, supply chain
organizing & market development, in addition to, use of business-intelligence thinking to
guide strategic initiatives.

A Certified Economic Developer (CEcD), Loden was recognized by the Community Development
Society (CDS) in 2018 with the Duane L. Gibson Distinguished Service Award. She was also

a recipient of the CDS Innovative Project Award along with the IEDC Excellence in Economic
Development Award for the culture-shifting Community Progress Initiative work. Loden’s
excellent work with rural communities was recognized by the National Rural Development
Partnership’s Ron Shaffer Award for Commitment and Excellence in Leadership for Rural
Development on a national level.

EMPLOYMENT

» #Makeithappen W/Loden LLC, Founder CEO,  Hurley Coffee Company, LLC, President/Owner
Wisconsin, Indiana, Minnesota, 2021-Present - - 2 Locations Wisconsin Rapids / Hurley Wi

+ New North, Inc., VP-Strategic Initiatives, NE (1397-2009)

Wisconsin (Feb. 2015-2021/Retired) + Indianhead Mountain Resort Marketing Director -
* Progress Lakeshore, Inc., Executive Director, (1988-1993 / Full Time)

Wisconsin (Dec 2010-Feb. 2015) « Ironwood Daily Globe Account Executive - (1986-
+ Heart Of Wisconsin Business & Economic 1988 / Full Time)

Alliance, President - (2002-Dec 2010) + Holiday Inn, Sales, Catering Marketing Director -
« Marketing Coordinator - Iron County (1984-1986 / Full Time)

Development Zone Council (1993-2002) - Olympia Sport Village General Manager (1976-

1984 / Full Time)

PUBLICATIONS

» Community Change Professional Development ¢ Wiscansin Checks Out the Finland Club, New
Needs - Practice Insights Co-Author, Sharon Geography - Www.Newgeography.Com,

Gulick, 2017. February 2009

» Community Resource Teams: A Collaborative, » Localism-What's the Attraction, New Geography
Multi-Disciplinary Team Approach to Community - www.newgeography.com, October 2008
Problem Solving in Wisconsin, With Kelly « Capturing the Character of Rural Communities,

Haverkampf, White Paper for Journal of the CD Practice-Intl. Community Dev. Society, 2001

Community Development Saciety, International . Strategic Partnerships, CD Practice -

Community Development Society, 2010 International Community Development
Saciety, 2004

RECENT PROJECTS

+ #makeithappen w/Loden LLC + The Farmory Strategic Plan, * Rural Tourism and Regional
Consultant and grant writer for Green Bay WI, 2020. Development Consultations,
non-profits and businesses. + Wisconsin Supply Chain Western Australia, Victoria and

Obtaining over $9 million+ in Marketplace, Wisconsin, 2017- Tasmania, 2000-2009
funding and grant assistance 2020 + International Community
for expansions (including « New North Business Economic Development Study
construction), mergers/ Intelligence IntelTracker, Tours (Australia, Finland,
acquisitions, childcare and Wisconsin, 2018-2020 Ireland, North Carolina and
customized training. 85% « Strategic Planning Futures Wisconsin) 2004-2023.
approval success rate on Workshop, Nicolet College (WI) * Community Progress Initiative,
grgnts. Wisconsin, Indiana, - June 2018 Wisconsin, 2004-2009
Minnesota, 2021-Present « Lakeshore Industry Cluster + Dunn County Wisconsin
* Rural Economic Development Network, Wisconsin, 2011-2016  Visioning Project and Strategic
Strategic Plan Evaluation, « Del Norte County/Crescent City ~ Planning, Wisconsin 2007
Puerto Rico, 2022 Strategic Plan, CA 2005 « Iron County Wisconsin Heritage
» Farm Wisconsin Discover « Great Lakes Region Economic Tourism Project, 1993-2002
Center, Founding Board Development Technical
Member, 2011-2022 Assistance, New South Wales
Australia, June 2009



